
 
Transitions to democracy, 1972–2003 

 
 
 
Country 
 

First  
year of 

democratic 
regime 

 
 
Previous regime type 

First 
year of 

previous 
regime 

Albania 2002 limited multiparty 1997 
Argentina 1973 pure military 1972 
Argentina 1983 pure military 1976 
Bangladesh 1991 military multiparty 1986 
Benin 1991 transitional 1990 
Bolivia 1982 transitional 1981 
Botswana 1973 limited multiparty 1972 
Brazil 1985 military multiparty 1972 
Brazil 1993 limited multiparty 1992 
Brazil 1999 limited multiparty 1996 
Bulgaria 1990 one-party 1972 
Burkina Faso 1978 pure military 1974 
Cape Verde 1990 one-party 1975 
Chile 1989 pure military 1973 
Colombia 1990 limited multiparty 1988 
Croatia 2000 limited multiparty 1991 
Czechoslovakia 1990 one-party 1972 
Dominican Republic 1978 dominant multiparty 1974 
Dominican Republic 1996 limited multiparty 1992 
Ecuador 1979 pure military 1972 
El Salvador 1991 limited multiparty 1982 
Estonia 1992 limited multiparty 1991 
Fiji 1998 limited multiparty 1992 
Gambia, The 1986 limited multiparty 1981 
Ghana 1980 limited multiparty 1979 
Ghana 2001 limited multiparty 2000 
Greece 1975 limited multiparty 1974 
Grenada 1977 limited multiparty 1976 
Grenada 1984 rebel regime 1979 
Guyana 1992 dominant multiparty 1973 
Honduras 1983 military multiparty 1980 
Honduras 1996 limited multiparty 1992 
Honduras 1999 limited multiparty 1998 
Hungary 1989 one-party 1972 
India 1977 limited multiparty 1975 
India 1995 limited multiparty 1990 
Kenya 2002 limited multiparty 1992 



Korea, Rep.(S) 1988 military multiparty 1973 
Lesotho 2001 dominant multiparty 1993 
Macedonia, FYR 2002 limited multiparty 1991 
Madagascar 1992 dominant multiparty 1977 
Madagascar 2002 limited multiparty 2001 
Malawi 1994 one-party 1972 
Mali 1992 transitional 1991 
Mali 1999 limited multiparty 1997 
Malta 1986 limited multiparty 1981 
Mexico 1999 limited multiparty 1988 
Moldova 1997 limited multiparty 1991 
Mongolia 1992 limited multiparty 1990 
Nepal 1990 transitional 1989 
Nicaragua 1995 limited multiparty 1984 
Nigeria 1979 pure military 1972 
Pakistan 1988 military no-party 1982 
Panama 1989 military multiparty 1984 
Panama 1992 limited multiparty 1991 
Paraguay 1992 dominant multiparty 1972 
Paraguay 2002 limited multiparty 1993 
Peru 1980 pure military 1972 
Peru 2000 limited multiparty 1989 
Philippines 1987 limited multiparty 1984 
Philippines 1994 limited multiparty 1992 
Poland 1989 one-party 1972 
Portugal 1976 limited multiparty 1975 
Romania 1995 limited multiparty 1992 
Samoa 1988 limited multiparty 1979 
Sao Tome and Principe 1990 one-party 1975 
Senegal 2001 limited multiparty 1998 
South Africa 1993 limited multiparty 1989 
Spain 1977 transitional 1975 
Suriname 1987 pure military 1980 
Suriname 1999 limited multiparty 1988 
Taiwan, China 1993 limited multiparty 1992 
Thailand 1994 limited multiparty 1992 
Turkey 1973 limited multiparty 1972 
Turkey 1986 military multiparty 1983 
Uruguay 1985 limited multiparty 1984 
Vanuatu 1988 limited multiparty 1981 
Yugoslavia, FR 
(Serbia/Montenegro) 

 
2000 

 
limited multiparty 

 
1992 

Zambia 1991 one-party 1973 
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